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ERITRICHIUM NANUM. 
A beautiful and difficult rarity from the Col du Lautaret, France 
‘ The foliage is soft and downy to give protection from the bitter 4 ~--= 
cold and excessive evaporation, and each of the little blue flowers >IT > . 
resembles a forget-me-not as it shivers in the breeze.’’ VIGRITELLA RUBRA. 
e Chocolate Orchid is well named, not only 
ir but also its smell Tt 
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FLOWERS OF CANNON STREET: A WAYSIDE BOUQUET FROM THE CITY OF LONDON. 


glowed brightly in company with the white clover (10. Trifolium 








THE WILD 


London would seem the least likely place for (13. Calendula arvensis 


The Cannon Street district of the City of 
gathering a bunch of wild flowers ; but, as Miss Winifred Walker, F.L.S., the artist who drew repens The common persicaria (15. Polygonum persicaria) rambled along the earth 
the plate above, writes ‘These are the flowers, many and varied, which were gathered and held its pink heads high The yarrow (9 {chillea millefolium) made a_ sharp 
one sunny morning in mid-June The search for them began in Lower Thames Street, contrast with the deep wine colour of the hedge woundwort 8. Stachys sylvatica 
near to Cannon Street Station, in some of the worst-bombed sites in London Here, with A tall spear thistle (5. Cirsium vulgare) flaunted its royal rose head ; and a little way 
the dome of St. Paul's looming in the near distance, were found a strange assortment of off grew nipplewort (2. Lapsana communis A lovely grey-mauve poppy (4. Papaver 
blooms. A tall, bright toadflax (3. Linaria purpurea) stood in a spike ot orchid-mauve, to somniferum) grew by itself, as though aware it was different -it provides the narcotic 
the height of 4 tt It is a native of Italy, now naturalised in this country. Masses of the opium. Far down in the cellars could be seen a tiny larkspur (14. Delphinium sp 
willowherb, Codlins-and-cream Kpilobium hirsutum), grew neat Shorter flowers had, of pure sapphire Near it was the tall mullein (1. berbascum sp A very delicate 
type of golden rod (11. Solidago sp.) was also at home in this company. The common 


for self-preservation, to choose a fairly open site, and there, on a natural rockery of 


builder's rubble, was a pale rose snapdragon (12. {ntirrhinum sp.). The garden marigold sowthistle (6. Sonchus oleraceus) grew in abundance 
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INVADERS OF THE CITY FROM THREE CONTINENTS: THE WILD FLOWERS OF THE TOWER WARD. 


Continuing her earch for wild flowers in the City, the artist of the plate above Dark maroon flowers of the kn ipweed (¢ Centaurea sp were already showir 

Miss Winifred Walker, F.L.S., moved towards the Tower from Cannon Street, and st and the woody nightshade or bittersweet (11 Solanum duleamara { fou 1 

writes : ‘ Yet there were still flowers to beautify the rrour Near to the Tower piece of wood around which to climb. A iyweed ». probably Watricaria chamomilla 
of London one saw a sheet of vivid rose. It was made up of the rosebay (1. Chame- covered a otherwise bare piece of round itet rf 

nerion angustifolium always the first plant ip the ugline of burnt area trodder ipor Red Clover 14 Trifolium pratense wa 1 i ’ wa 

The small mauve creeping thistle (2. Cirsium arvense) wa t beginnin to open white campion (12. Melandrium album A irled dock 3. Rumer crispus 

A dainty little annual Gallant Soldier tro Peru, wit! mall white flower d rns f on in the & oe j field t t! s 
golden centres, was in the pi f Galinsoga parviflora The tall lender spikes of arvensis : 

the agrimony (4 fgrimonia eupatoria) were beginnin to blosson Heavy heads of 3. Oenothera ervthrosepala a Nort America i ¢ ipe tro irde A 
green promised a yellow harvest later It was the ragwort 9. Senecio jacobwa alien, a Chinese now naturalised l t »-sites, the 1uve Buddleia Buddisia 
Much commoner in bomb-sites is the showier Sicilian, Oxtord ragwort, Senecio squalidus davidu id also invaded this flower arden 4 
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THE BEE ORCHID —OPHRYS APIFERA. THE MOUNTAIN PANSY—VIOLA LUTEA. THE FLY ORCHID—OPHRYS INSECTIFERA. 

‘* The Bee Orchid is still locally common at places on the chalk ‘‘ Above the village of Preston, in Wensleydale, the grass lands “The Fly Orchid is inconspicuous unless it is seen at close 

of the South Downs. There could be no mistaking it once seen, adjoin the limestone outcrop. In June, I have seen them carpeted quarters, when its rich colouring can be appreciated. This 

but whether or not it has evolved its likeness to a bee is still a with this little pansy and almost rivalling an Alpine meadow in specimen was photographed in a wood near Godalming.’’ Both 
matter of question.’’ brilliance.’’ Purple and mixed forms also occur. this and the Bee Orchid are enlarged. 
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THE PURPLE SAXTFRAGI THE CHEDDAR PINK AND YELLOW ROCKROSE—DIANTHUS C-ESIUS 
“On the cold, windy faces of Pen-y-Ghent, Yorkshire, thi autiful saxifrage can be found flowering (GRATIANOPOLITANI S) AND HELIANTHEMUM CHAMAECISTUS. 
in April It hangs in clumps over the wet limestone perfect background for its delicate colo 


: . “The noisy traffic winds its way through Cheddar Gorge. But overlooking it from the steep cliffside 
makes an excellent rock-garden plan »ne of Britain's rarities the sweet-smelling Cheddar Pink 


COMMON WHITLOW GRASS DRABA (OR EROPHILA) VERNA 
In mid-April near Malham, in Yorkshire, the rocks and grass are covered with this tiny plant It ‘Here the 


camera reveals in a really ‘ close-up’ view the 
would certainly pass unnoticed except by a botanist, for it is less than an inch in any direction Enlarged 


t 
flowers which grow by the 


ENGLAND'S FLOWERS—THEIR BEAUTY ON MOUNTAIN, DOWNLAND, AND WAYSIDE—IN COLOUR. 


Colour photographs of Alpines of France and Switzerland, by Mr. D. N. Paton, F.L.S., 
A.R.P.S., appear on another page The “close-ups '' of English flowers on this page 
are also by him; and of his method he writes “It has only been during the 


of one of the commonest 


ground-glass focusing screen and extension tubes, so that if 
image of natural size on the film. This requires great care and patience and the 


past Setting up may take over half an hour. After calculating the 
four years that I have concentrated almost entirely on photographing wild flowers in to 


their natural surroundings. For colour photography in the field, I normally rely on the 
Contax camera This has three slip-on lenses (similar to ‘ portrait attachments 
enabling me to focus at the set distances, 20 ins., 12 ins. and 8 


required I can obtain an 


exposure, I stop down 
f It or #16 to get adequate depth of focus, and this usually gives an exposure time 
between 1-Sth and 1 sec It is then that the fun begins Watch a 
a still day. You will see it waving about a relatively 
ins. Corresponding The flower 
to each lens there is a range-finder, which gives the necessary distance from the 


flower closely on 
enormous distance in a second 
must be motionless during the e osure time, and I 
flower hour for a lull from which I have seized the 
of a table-top practice one seems to gain an 
tripod, fitted with a ball-and-socket head. However for really close work, I use a 


waited up to an 
precious second stillness With 
intuition when this will occur, and even on an 


without further measurement Focusing is done by adjusting the legs 


apparently impossible day patience is nearly always rewarded 





